U.S. Department of Justice 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C. 20535 


MR. WILLIAM J MAXWELL 
UNIVERSITY SCHOLAR 
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF ENGLISH 
608 SOUTH WRIGHT STREET 
URBANA, IL 61801 


November 9, 2007 


Subject: HERNTON, CALVIN 
FOlPANo. 1069072-000 


Dear Requester: 

The enclosed documents were reviewed under the Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA), Title 5, 
United States Code, Section 552/552a. Deletions have been made to protect information which is exempt from disclosure, 
with the appropriate exemptions noted on the page next to the excision. In addition, a deleted page information sheet was 
inserted in the file to indicate where pages were withheld entirely. The exemptions used to withhold information are marked 
below and explained on the enclosed Form OPCA-16a: 


Section 552 Section 552a 


ia(b)(1) 

□ (b)(7)(A) 

□ (d)(5) 

H (b)(2) 

□ (b)(7)(B) 

□G)(2) 

□(b)(3) 

8(b)(7)(C) 

□(k)(1) 


_ 8(b)(7)(D) 

□(k)(2) 


_ 8(b)(7)(E) 

□(k)(3) 


8(b)(7)(F) 

□(k)(4) 

□ (b)(4) 

□(b)(8) 

□(k)(5) 

□ (b)(5) 

□(b)(9) 

8(k)(6) 

8(b)(6) 


□(k)(7) 

41 page(s) were reviewed and 41 

page(s) are being released. 



□ Document(s) were located which originated with, or contained information concerning other 
Government agency(ies) [OGA], This information has been: 

□ referred to the OGA for review and direct response to you. 

□ referred to the OGA for consultation. The FBI will correspond with you regarding this 
information when the consultation is finished. 

ta You have the right to appeal any denials in this release. Appeals should be directed in 
writing to the Director, Office of Information and Privacy, U.S. Department of Justice, 1425 
New York Ave., NW, Suite 1 1 050, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001 within sixty days from the 
date of this letter. The envelope and the letter should be clearly marked “Freedom of Information 
Appeal” or “Information Appeal.” Please cite the FOIPA number assigned to your request so that it 
may be easily identified. 

□ The enclosed material is from the main investigative file(s) in which the subject(s) of your request was 
the focus of the investigation. Our search located additional references, in files relating to other 
individuals, or matters, which may or may not be about your subject(s). Our experience has shown, 
when ident, references usually contain information similar to the information processed in the main file(s). 
Because of our significant backlog, we have given priority to processing only the main investigative file(s). 



If you want the references, you must submit a separate request for them in writing, and they will be 
reviewed at a later date, as time and resources permit. 

□ See additional information which follows. 


Sincerely yours, 


David M. Hardy 
Section Chief 
Record/Information 
Dissemination Section 
Records Management Division 


Enclosure(s) 



EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 


SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 

(b)(1) (A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign 

policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 

(b)(2) related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 

(b)(3) specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute(A) requires that the 
matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for 
withholding or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld; 

(b)(4) trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 

(b)(5) inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation 

with the agency; 

(b)(6) personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 

(b)(7) records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement 

records or information ( A ) could be reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person 
of a right to a fair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could be reasonably expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal 
privacy, ( D ) could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or 
authority or any private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled 
by a criminal law enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security 
intelligence investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law 
enforcement investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such 
disclosure could reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or 
physical safety of any individual; 

(b)(8) contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for 
the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 

(b)(9) geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 

(d)(5) information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 

(j) (2) material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce 

crime or apprehend criminals; 

(k) (l) information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign 

policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 

(k)(2) investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or 

privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity 
would be held in confidence; 

(k)(3) material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant 
to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 

(k)(4) required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 

(k)(5) investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian 
employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished 
information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 

(k)(6) testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service the 
release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 

(k)(7) material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person 
who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 
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■ MEMPHIS 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


CALVIN COOLIDGE .HERNTON 


SECURITY MATTER 


DETAILS: 


PREDICATION. 


^ 4 i 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: \ ; 

_ HERNTON , a student at Fi sk University. Nashville. Tenn» . Was reported 
active in the defense of | refused 

to. testify as to Communist 'activities wnen questioned oy tne House 
Committee on- Un-American . Activities in Septo, 1954* HERNTON alsr 

/, reportedly -espoused the. Communist Party line in defense of and 

in...poetry composed by him® '■ He has been observed in close association 
with, persons previously identified as CP members® Identification a <- „ 
• record on CALVIN COOLIDGE HERNTON set out*./ / 1' A /VLW^. 

/. A- , Vfe. 

^DETAILS: PREDICATION i is 

This case is predi cated me fn receipt of information froit 
Memphis Confidential Informant ! 1 of known reliability, to the 
effect that CALVIN COOLIDGE • HERNTON was one of the group at Fiek 
^University a ctive dur ing; the fall and winter of 1954 in bejaalf 

r _ I who refused to answer questions ty the House 

Committee on' 'Un-American Activities in September* 1954, concerning 
his affiliations with the Communist Party in Cincinnati, Ohio, in 
1944 &nd 1942 o J Tl~- AJ /) 0 t ! - ^ / ~y\ Ifyi/ f j 

In formation was also received from Memphis Confidential 

Informant of known relia hi 1 i tv on December IS, 1954 1 to the 

effect that m the defense of | [ dur ing, t he fall of 1954, HERNTON 

had espoused the Communist Party' line® | |also advised HERNTON . - s . 

wrote poetry which, according to informant , was in accord with CP 
lines. \ ^ . 1 ( . /, 


APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED! 
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He stated he did know he was staying around Nashville , and that 
he had observed him wearing blue jeans and felt he had some sort 
of employment; however* he had no specific information concerning 
this . 


On August 1, 1955, [ 


Fisk University, Nashville, advised that subject was not employed 
by Fisk University during the summer. He stated that he knew the 
subject was residing on the Fisk University campus but did not knew 
exactly where he was residing. H e stated he h ad observed the sub- 


ject coming from the residence of [ 


whether he was residing at that address 


but did not know 


Memphis Confidential Informant! of unknown reliability 

but who has been recommended by his employer, advised on August 1, 
1955, the subject is not gainfully employed for the summer of 1955 
but is engaged in writing a book concerning, “The Recognition of 
Man . " 


Memphis Confidential Informant ! 1 which is a State 
Governmental Agency that maintains personnel type records, advised 
as of June 23, 1955 the subject was residing at 923 lBth Avenue, 
North, Nashville, and was unemployed. He furnished the following 
description of subject: 


Height 

Weight 

Marital status c 
Race 

Social Security No. 
Principal occupation 
Past employment 


Telephone No. 
Address 


6 “ 

168 

Single 

Negro 

415-48-7268 

Walter 

1950, golf course, Chatta- 
nooga, Tennessee; 1951, 
American-London Shrinkers 
Corp., New York City; 1952, 
Hotel Theresa, New York City 
1953, Harvey’s Restaurant, 
New York City; 1954, Drake 
and Watts Home for Children 
as House Counselor, Yonkers, 
N. Y. 

5-5055 

923 18th Ave., North, 
Nashville 
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COMMUNIST PARTY AFFX] 


Memphis Confidential Informant! Istated that the sub« - 

.Iect was residing in the resid ence of f 

both of whom are away from Nash- 

ville for the summer. la jn a house owned by Fisk 

University and is rented to by that school. Accord-, 

ing to informant, subject is paying no rent and resides at that . 
residence with two other students of Fisk University whose names , 
fha.infnT.OTni- ^ ^ im ow other than their first names which were 

stated t ha t the sub.lect is taking a ll of 

his meals with at| Accord- 

ing to informant suojeci; rs receiving ms meals rree or cnarge. 
Informant' stated so far as he knows the subject has not been gain-’ 
fully employed during the summer of 1955 * and that although he 
receives some money from his grandmother, he Is only able to make' 
ends meet by having free lodging and free meals . Informant stated 
that subject also gets free meals from other persons with whom he 

is friendly. : 

/ 

/ Informant si v 

Tipnf.l nned. tha .stnh ippf, nf fnmnninlsia and in discussing 

I and | his only remarks have been that they 

have assisted him in getting his education and they are assisting 
him In his writing of the book which he is working .on at the pre- 
sent time. 


Informant stated It is his understanding that the book 
which subject is writing at the present time, and which concerns 
l, The Recognition of Man" Is principally the story of two individ- 
uals who are attending a college or university. One of these 
Individuals is principally interested in exploitation of any- 
persons over whom he can gain control, while the other is a poor 
but hard working character who Is attempting to get an education, 
and who takes occasion throughout the book to explain to the 
other character' the difference between right and wrong as concerns 
various phases of life which the average person will encounter. 



Informant stated that the subject has been observed attend- 
ing the Church of Christ located at 26th Avenue North and Jefferson 
Street in Nashville. Informant stated subject Is not a member of 
this church and apparently is attending it in the company of a girl 
whom he Is dating at the present time. According to informant, this 
girl is a member of the church. 

Memphis Confidential Informant | | of unknown reliability 

but who has been described as being a person of integrity by people 


“3t 
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b2 

b6 

b7C 

b7D 


fan 


who know him/ advised he is acquainted with subject but has 
never had occasion to discuss any. matter with the subject which 
would indicate any Communist affiliations „• ’ This, informant stated 
that the subject appears to be very hard up financially -and that 
■he has "sponged" several meals off of informant., and. that it is 
informant's understanding /that the informant has a free place to 
live at the residence -Qf a ^professor of Fisk University , ‘ 


hg [ 


, According to information 

appearing on Pages 2675/ 2682, 270i, 2718, 2719 and 2820 of the 
Hfifl-ringK nf-thp committee on un-American A ctivities v one 

o re. - t he hcua on "" 


"? in testimony be 

in Washington, ' D. Co , identified 


as a membe r or tne wom- 


munist Party, Cincinnati o He also stated that 


attended a 


meeting of the Communist Party, Cincinnati, on July 1, .1941 which " £ * 

was important because of the change in the Communist. Party line at 
that - time. • • . . . •.■'■• 


in te stimony befo re the HCUA on 
]was 


to. the American 
from the 


a July 3, 4 and 5, 19^1 

according to his- own statement 


stated that n 

Youth congress in Philadelph 
Teachers Union, Cincinnati 

to the witn ess . st ood high in the Communist Party. She also 
stated that. 1 told her he was interested in the "packing" of 

Local 65 of the Wholesalers and Retailers Union of New York City 
by the Communist Party.. * ' 

An article appeared in the Nashville Banner, a local news, 
paper published In ^ashville, Tennessee, on September 16, 1954, 
stating that|_ 


had appeared before a Hearing of a Sub-Committee 
on a House Committee on un-American Activities at Dayton, Ohio, at 
which time he refused to testify concerning his Communist Party 
activities in Cincinnati in 1940 and 1941. 


Memphis Confidential Informant |> an individual who has 
furnished relia ble information in the past, advised that as of 
March 24, 1943* | |was a dues paying member of 

the Communist Party m boston,. Massachusetts where she was then 
living. .■ 






tfe#X00-3382 


iommunisi 


Memphis. Confidential Informant I I an individual who 
iftd reliable Information In the past, advised that 

attended 'the Hew England District Convention or une 
'arty held August 11 and 12, 1945 at Bosfoh, Massachusetts 


member of 1943 it Was observed by Agents of the FBI 

at - time I 


was -present and con 
J a comaunia t Party ■ Kieeting at the home of 
The Agents further , observed t 
r present, ai that. 'meeting. 


Tn Decemb er of 1943 L 

.stated that] 
joaeunist party warier. ■ - 


was 


to 

Lse an .active 


■. .The' Communist Party, \USA/-- has .'been designated by the / 
Attorney' General . of the United States pursuant : to Executive Order 
10450. • /.' • ••• ';' 

• On August 1 Q: iqrr . na T.vr w noTJ.XDGE HTdnHTOM. wa s Inter- 
viewed by SAS and At this 

time he denied that he_ was a member .of the Consaunlst ' Party • or had 
ever been approached by anyone to Join' the ■ Communist -Party. He 
stated, that he not' know anyone; that is a Communist or a. mem- 
ber- of the Communist Party , 0 • 


HERMTON stated that he was born in Chattanooga, Tenn- 
essee in 1932 and Is now twenty -^three years of age He advised 
that 'he graduated f rom. high ; school in Chattanooga and. went to 
Talladega College In Talladega, Alabama where he studied sociology 
.and graduated in 1954. Prior to his -graduation from high school 
he was Involved- In a breaking and entering -case in Chattanooga and 
convicted on two counts o 'He.- stated that this.' was the result of 
bad companio ns „ and tha t he ..was .put on probation by the court and 
paroled to a for whom his mother worked. He was given 

a sentence of three years probation on each- of. the two counts to 
run consecutively, thus making a total of six years. He stated 
that this six years will end this year. 


HEMTON advised that he cane to Hashville, Tennessee 
"in September of 1954 and has. been here since. He -advised that 
he is taking. '.work at Fisk University, and that during the summer 
of 1955 he has been engaged In' writing a book, which at present 
he calls w The- Recognition of Man. 85 He stated that he has only had 
one job during the summer and that was for only a day. He stated 
that he has no Income other than money given him but that he Is 




Me#1.00^3382 

not spehding [ much money- o. He advi sed that he IS . staying at the 
residence of I I free of charge . He stated 

that he -was planning' to. stay in Nashville f or : :the ■ summer J&hd 


got him to stay at his house because. the^e had- been some 

instances of - break-ins during the -summer' of TQ54 while, .he was 


b6 

b7C 


gone 

andf 


He, advised that two other men 


He .. s tated 'that 
near future. 


I. are also staving there '. 
Is planning to move in . in the 


-HEMfTON stated that- he has never known much about *r X; 
Communism and has never studied it particularly. He advised, 
that he. read the Communist Manifesto when he- was a - freshman in' • 
college in connection with one of -his courses 0 He stated that' 
he only has. a vague recollection at this time of what was in the 
document and’ has not' read it since then. '. He stated., that he would 
not know what to look for in trying to recognize a ; .Communist .. He 
stated that he is not. interested in Communism and advised that 
principal interest is in his writing and because of ..this he does 
not know what- goes on around. him. He stated that he very seldom 
•talks to. men and that most of. his conversations are with girls. 

‘ The following ^ descriptloh:was obtained by personal 

■observations -■• v/ i -X'/ ■ 1 ; ■ 


Race . 

Sex 

Height 
Height 
Build , 
Hair 
Eyes ■' 

Peculiarities 


■Age 

Occupation 

Voice 


Colored ,1 • ... 

Male ~ j 1 ■ 

S 8 • ' ’ ' * • ■- 

170 . 

Slim - ,• 

Black ' - . 

Brown ' (wears shell rim- 
glasses ) 

Hears heavy beard on ' 
cheeks, long .sideburns* 
wide mustache 1 , • J 

■23 • 

Student, writer 
Low, modulated 


"■ During the interview it was noted that, there was a 

book of poetry by DOltf MEST in his possession. He was asked about 
this book and stated that it .was borrowed from a student at Meharry 
Medical School whom he only knew as n T.J 0 w He stated that he met 
t? To Jo’ 5 over a beer and was discussing., poetry, and W T 0 J 0 C3 gave him 
book and suggested that he read it. He. stated that bemad read i 



■€< h 


M v/ w ^ V C 


'Kj ^ 


r (va x 




cx 


A sx 


Me#l 00-3382 

but did not think much of it, 
is WALT WHTTIIM. 


remarked that his favorite poet 


of the communist Party 
denied present membership" 


form? 

that 


Regarding 


id May 23, 1955 hy SAS| 

] He admitted t hat he w as a ©ember 

It is noted that PAUL CROUCH, a 

;he Communist Party, has advised 


rled to | i 

CROUCH sta ted further t hat 
married t ol I who lat? 

the CP in 

national CP training school in 


I | was mar- 

Ithe CP for a numbe r of yea rs „ 
]has ano ther sister, I I who is 

1 became I 

herself, attended a 

1 according to CROUCH 0 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


FD-‘2l6 


Identity 
of Source 


Date of Activity 
And/or Description 
of Information 


Agent to 
Date whom 

Received Furnished 


File Number 
where 
Located 


Careful consideration has been given to each source 
concealed and T-symbols were utilized In this report only in thpse 
instances where the identities of the sources must be conce©led. 



Activities of 
subject, 8-1-5 




8-1-55 



100-3382, 
Instant report 


requested his name be kept 



Activities. of the 8-2-55 
subject and infor- 
mation concerning 
a book written by 
subject 



. 100 - 3382 , 
instant report 


name Is being carried under 

temporary symooi masmucn as dons liberation is being given to 
developing her. as a Potential Security Informant. 



Past employment 
and background 
information on 
subject 


8-1-55 



100-3382, 

Instant report 


name is being carried as confidential in 
view of the confidential nature of the records of his office. 



Activities of 
the subject 


8-2-55 



fact that 
Is being 



e is b eing kei 
evet opJienr or 


100-3382, 

instant report 


ill in view of the 
—Land consideration 




f r ' 


§ 


* FD -216 


b2 

b6 

b7C 

b7D 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


Identity 
of Source 



Date of Activity 
And/or Description 
of Informat ion 


or 

membership 


Date 

Received 


8 = 11-43 


Agent to 
whom 

Furnished 


File Number 
where 
Located 


100 = 2671-55 


attendance at 
Mew England CP 
Convention 


9=6=45 


Boston Pile 
100 = 9022=76 
Memphis Pile 
100=2671-55 


She Agents observing th e meeting at the home of 
on December’ 1, 1943 are r "" 


It was observed by SAS 
no time during the interview did subject speak up 


that' at 
favor of any 


Communist activity , and to the contrary , he was mildly critical of 
the writings of DOM IJEST « He appears to be intelligent but the tyf&G 
of vague intellectual who is in a fog most of the tine. He 
desires to lead a somewhat Bohemian existence end is eonse lous/of the 
fact that the people with whoa he is living and eating are al 
be Communists. It makes no difference to hin so long as he i 

free food and lodging. He ap peared ), _fco be tr uthfnl when atat l 

his only interest was his writing and mo men. There appears to, 
reason to con tinue the in vestigation of the subject and it Is not be 






lieved by SA, 
at this time 


Ithat he would bo realistic enough 


\ V 


y j 


a 


REFERENCE 

Memphis letter to Bureau dated 6“2G°55* 


r 

r mt 


VV4 


Jx 


A 


ADMIHISTRATIVS PAGE 


Oh ky 
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by MOIRA MARTIN , . 

& -*• ■* " •»: 

SOON AFTER the war a young, 
•;f. woman walked in a group be* 
w tween an African and her blond, 
blue-eyed husband. The African 
was carrying her blond blue-eyed 
!’ij ba^y. ,This scene so excited a 
T passing American that he rc- 
.1 marked: "We give them Marshall. 
.? Aid,\and that’s what they dol" • 

Not iong ago an Israeli Jew 
h‘ working in Germany was im- 
i'; plored by a German woman to 
■j impregnate her'. Bearing a half- 
“l Jewish bastard was her way of 
,/ • atoning for the crimes of the 
nazis — who included her ( father. 

These example* of quite irra- 
• tional behaviour have both racial 
. and sexual connotations. I men* 

' tion them because I think that 
•the . majority of Europeans are 
i likely to find it very difficult to. 

accept Sex and Racism (Andre’ 
■ DcuVsch, 25s) as more. than the 
exaggerations '.of an 'obsessed 
• mind)\ ' •• • :• 

On the contrary, I am certain' 
all that the author, Calvin C. 


xJIcrnton, .says., is. .. fundamentally ; 
. true. Furthermore it. .needs say-., 
ing in a society which — in patches- 
at any rate — is becoming multi- 
racial. ’ ■ ■* r 

His picture of racialism and sex 
■.in the United States, where both 
1 whites and blacks suffer deeply- 
.in a vile emotional and irrational 
.atmosphere, should be read and 
■ pondered. The sexual aspect of 
(racialism there is based upon the 
fact that although white folklore, 
has it that Negro men lust after 
. white women, the 80 per cent plus 
of Negroes who have white blood 
in them were virtually all born- 
of Negro mothers impregnated by 
white . men and not of white 
mother* impregnated by black 
men. Everyone knows this, yet 
the mythology persists. • 

In Britain 

Where I disagreed with Calvin 
, Hernton is in his appraisal of 
the situation in Britain. Our 
racialism was largely practised . 
overseas. • The result is that wo . 
at home axe not in anv compar- 


able degree laden with the 
sexual guilt and jealousy of the 
■ Americans. •'•••. 

■" This is not in any way to deny 
“that racialism , (including sexual 
racialism) is rampant in Britain, 1 
But, in my opinion, it is. due :• 
rather to a lack of contact be- ^ 
tween the races than to one-way 7 
sexual contacts. 

Mr. Hernton says ' ". . . never ■ 
since the white people of Eng- 
land came into contact with the !• 
coloured races of the world has ; . 
the .situation between them been i - 
completely devoid of some kind. 

, of sexual involvement* either ? 
real or vicarious,” . \ . j , 

Get-togethers ,\ 

I would say that sexual rela- '• " 
tions take place wherever people • 
come together in whatever capa- •• ‘ 
city, irrespective of race or . - 
nationality. They take place on’ • 
holiday, on travel connected with • 

, work; they took place, in the 1 . 
concentration camps, and in all 
the occupied countries both dur- ’. •[ 
ing and after tjte war. • 

My main objection to this ■ .' 
book is the sloppy writing. _We 
are told that Mr. Hernton is a ,!• 
sociologist.' This makes ms sub- 
jective presentation, his wisub- j ; 
stantiated statements and hlhun- • 
disciplined approach inexcusable t j ' 
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CALVIN COOLIDGE HERNTON 


SECURITY MATTER - C 


^ SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


vJil 


Subject remains My^Pisk University ,' Nashville , Tenn, , where he is 
planning, to work^fbr the summer. Subject identified as being identi- 
cal with CALVIN^ffiRNTON , Chattanooga , Tenn, PD § II&38, who was 
arrested ancT'convicted on charges of burglary and larceny in 1949, 
and arrested in 1950 for attempted highway robbery. Subject not 
known to be active in matters of Communist nature at present# 


- P - 

DETAILS s BACKGROUND DATA M 

'■ 

Residence and Occupation 


r&yt: 


. , /.GET!*;; 

'//* NOW f-C.m. 

t<( v 



On May 31, 1955, Clerk, Registrant 1 

Office, Fisk University, Nasnvilie, Tennessee, advised that CALVIN ;? 
COOLIDGE HERNTON was still at Fisk University and that although th^/'U 
school year was completed he was remaining at the school# She sta^3^ 
that his home address was still listed in the school records as n r 
2112 East Third Street, Chattanooga, Tennessee, but did not know [uLJ. 
whether or not he would return to Chattanooga for the summer,, * 

On June 12+, 1955 , was re-contacted, at which 

time she stated that HERNTON was still at Fisk University : th cfc she 

had observed him on the campus in the company of p nd 

that she understood that both of them were intending to stay at 
Fisk University for the .summer of 1955 where they plan to work with 

• .COPIES DESTROYED /U j 


APPROV£Og}N D'i 
FORWARDED: 


WWi 


Special agent 
in charge 
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the Race Relations Institute*. She stated that they would not be 
taking any courses at the school but apparently would be paid a 
small salary by the Race Relations Department* She also advised 
that the subject was attempting to get a scholarship to attend 
Graduate School at Fisk University for the school year of 19 55-56* 

On .Tune 4? 19 5 5 S | as well as 

, both in the Registrars 0ffice_at Fisk 

University s Nashville , observed a photograph of CALVIN HERNTON 
taken July 12, 1949 by the Chattanooga, Tennessee Police Department, 
their No 0 11&38« They both identified this photograph as being a 
photograph of the subject* 

b6 

Criminal Record b7c 


.Police Department, Chattanooga, Tennessee, advised SA | 

on May 26, 1955 that according to the records of his office 
under Police Department No, 1183$, CALVIN HERN TON was arrested on 
July 10, 1949, charged with burglary and two cases of larceny* 

The Police Department records reflect that CALVIN HERN TON was 
bound over to the Hamilton County Grand Jury in lieu of |>10 3 000 
bond and a notation appears in the file dated September 13, 1949 5 
reflecting that HERNTON was sentenced to three years at the State 
Training School on each of the above three cases, two to run 
con currently , making a total of six years* The file also reflects 
that- on March 21 , 1950, CALVIN HERNTON was again arrested by the 
.Chattanooga, Tennessee Police Department on a charge of attempted 
highway robbery* At that time he was identified by the victim 
and was reportedly armed with a ?-3& Pistol, This case was taken 
to the Grand Jury but on April 19, 19 50 a no true bill was returned, 

_ L Records Clerk , Chattanooga, Hamilton 

County Juvenile Court, advised SA | |on May 27 , 195 5 that a 

thorough search of her records failed to reflect any record of a 
CALVIN HERNT0N* 


State Training and 

Ag.ri.rail t.nra l . School r or wninrao Hoys ar. .-lVpvillfi, Tennessee, advised 
SA on April 19, 1955 that the files of his office 

failed to reflect any record of a CALVIN HERNTCN being incarcerated, 

A photograph of CALVIN KERN TON , Chattanooga Polina Pena rt~ 

ment N o. Ilff3#. tak en July 12, 1949, was exhihl±P-d._tnl 

Hoviard High School, and to 

| Howard High School, both Chattanooga^ Tennessee, on 
May 2b, 1955 and they immediately identified the photograph as 
being identical with CALVIN 00OLXDGE HERN TON who graduat'ed from 


2 
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Howard High School on way 26, 1950* | | stated that HERN TON 

attended the high school from September 4, 19 47 to May^p., 19.50* 

His date of birth was listed as April 2$ , 1932 at Cha tt g a s 
Tennessee, and his mother was listed as MAGNOLIA U'ACiiSCN .■ 1335. Slaho: 


Tennessee, and his mother was listed as MAGNOLIA U A CKSCN / 1335. Slahon 
^tfreet, Chattanooga, Tennessee* His father was listed as JOHN,- 

LWtnmm . - a. 


^HERNTOT* 

Both of the above advised SA on 

May 26, 1955 that it was their recollection that HERN TON had been 
arrested while attending Howard High School and charged with some 
local crime, however, both stated that it was their opinion that 
the charges had been dismissed, HERNTON was released and allowed 
to re-enter Howard High School* Both stated it would have been 
impossible under present rules and regulations for HLMNTON to have 
continued his education at Howard High School without having been 
cleared of the charges placed against him by the Chattanooga 
Police Department . 

Chat t ano oga City Pet e ct iv e s an d 

were interviewed by 3A on May 26, 1955 . at which time both 

advised they were unable to recall any of the details concerning 
either of the arrests listed above. Both states, that they would 
definitely have recalled any comments or indications on the part 
of the subject that he possessed Communist Party sympathies* 

Also, anil 

Howard High School^ unattanooga, Tennessee, advised 3A 

that they had no knowledge of Communist Party sympathies on tne 
part of the subject during the period of time they were acquainted 
with him. 

On June 13, 1955, Memphis Confidential Informant ,_who 
has furnished reliable information in the past, advised th at- in his 
observations of the activities on the Fisk University campus, there 
has been no evidence of any activity on the part of the subject 
in connection with what the Informant would consider Communist 
Party activities. ■ 





MS # 100-3382 


INFORMANTS 


b2 

b6 

b7C 

b7D 


Identity 
of Source 


Date of Activity 
And/or Description 
of Information 


Agent to 
Date Idiom 

Received Furnished 


File No* 

Where 

Located 


Lack of activity 
on Fisk University 
campus on the part 
of subject* ... 


6/13/55 


_sl 





100-3382, 

instant 

report 


is a 


I I He has been acquainted with activities of 

persons connected with Fisk University who have been identified in 
the past as having been members of the Communist Party * He 
requested his name be keot confidential in view of h is position 


Careful consideration has been given to each source 
concealed and T- symbols were utilized in the report only in those 
instances where the identities of the sources must be concealed. 


~ L E AD S - 


the mmas division*. 

AT NASHVILLE , TENNESSEE 

Will if Bureau authority is obtained, interview the 
subjecto 


REFERENCE: Report of SA l |dated 

march 14 s 1955 at Memphis «> 

Knoxville letter to Memphis, 6 / 3 / 55 > 
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Director, FBI 


FROM $hw£ AC , Memph is ( 100 -.3 3 S2 ) 

Cf\ rJ 

SUBJECT: CALVIN COOLIDGE TiERNTON 

SM - C 


SECURITY INFORMANT PROGRAM - 
MEMPHIS DIVISION 


DATE: June 20, 1955 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEFlEIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 05-25-2007 BY AUC 60324 BAU/RS./SEZ 


BACKGROUND 


Date and Place of 3irth -- April 28, 1932, Chattanooga, 

Tenne ssee. 


o *is< p h | 

• f ' 'j 

5* I 


Marital Status -- Single 

Race and Citizenship -- Colored; U.S.Ao 

Edu cat ion -- Bachelor of Arts Degree, Talladega College, L 
Talladega, Alabama, June, 1954; Graduate war £ 7 ! 
Fisk University, Nashville, Tennessee, 

. Sociology, 1954“ 55* / 

Present and Recent' Employment -- Student. 

Present Residence -- Fisk University, Nashville, Tennessee] 

COMMUNIST PARTY ACTIVITY 


Subject has been active in the defense of 


who refused to testify as to Communist Party Activities [TT7 


when questioned by the HCUA in ngjzamh er 1954* He reportedly 


espoused CP line in defense ofl 


and in poetry composed by 


him has made statements considered to be revolutionary by Informants 
He has also been observed in close association with persons pre- 
viously identified as CP members . 7 

. — — ~~ . ~ / v'_ 

-V s5itP 

ITVU _ 


PLAN OF APPROACH 


The subject is presently residing on the_campus of 
University and is employed in the Race Relations . Institute Awhich ; 
is also located on the Fisk University campus. 


y^ 7 - 
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Letter to Director, FBI- - 2 - June 20, 1955 

0 

It is known that HERNTON frequents business establishments 
at the corner of lSth and Jefferson Streets, Nashville, near the 
Fisk University campus, where he purchases food and clothing. 

He has been observed by Agents of the Memphis Division from time 
to time and it is felt that by surveillance opportunity will 
arise to approach him on the streep near the Fisk University 
campus and an interview can be obtained. 


Bureau authority is requested to interview this subject 
in accordance with existing instructions relating to interviews 
of security subjects. If this subject is cooperative, no affirma- 
tive steps will be taken during the initial interview to direct 
his activities but a separate communication will be directed to 
. the — Bureau SSttinr — f. ort.h — the result s two intpnn'pw anH romig sting 


There is being transmitted herewith a pending current 
report concerning subject f s activities. 


2 - 
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- Sg . h a yffi j .3 transmitted herewith the report of SA 

dated August 30* 1955 at Memphis* setting 
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THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT MUrtDWTQ 


1 

REPORT MADE AT 

DATE WHEN 
MADE 

MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 

8-30-55 


CALVIN COOLXDGE HERNTON 


7=19,29; 

8-1,2.3,5,12 


15,19=55 
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CHARACTER OF CASE 


SECURITY MATTER 


NOPSIS OF FAC 

Sub.leet 5 

TS: 

.8 presently residing at the residence of 



who are away from Nashville , Tenn. for tl 

m Jy. c". »» y. .3 y.1 y. ,y. J- Jt /> 3 1 A. 

ie suniaer. EUth 


members o' Subject Is taking meals wllsh who 

has been identified In the past as a cirirorouri — inv a d- 

vised subject Is writing book on 5J The Recognition of' ' Man." He 
has been attending church within the past few months ; has. not 
Indicated to Informant that he has any CP affiliations 0 Subject.' 
on Interview advised he Is not and has never been a member of C , / 
CP and takes no interest in anything other than his work..’ >, , . v £/' 

-fr t 


DETAILS 2 BACKGROUND DATA 
' Residence 


A&7 

m. RECY -MWl-rj 

D ffE IW AA 

HOW FORM. 




On August 1, 1955, Memphis Confidential Informant 
who has furnished reliable information In the -past, advised 
the subject is residing a t Q23 iSth flvpmiP . So uth Nashville 
which is the residence bXI andT 


Employment 

.Memphis Confidential Informant ! I advised he did not 
know where the subject was employed during the summer of 1955 0 


M-J.I-IUH-M; 
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b7C 

BAC KGROUND 



I t 1 Fisk University , 

Nashville, Tennessee, advised on February 14 s 1955 $ records of her 
office indicated that CALVIN GQOLIBGE EERNTQN Mas born April 2$,- 
1932 , at Chattanooga, Tennessee 0 


birtho 

Education 


HERNTQN is a citizen of the United States by virtue of 


above mentioned, ©n February 14 p 195 5 ; 


stated the records of her office indicated subject graduated from 
, Howard .High School 9 Chattanooga, Tennessee & in 1950© H® obtained 
a Bachelor of Arts Degree at Tallafeg^tf^Silf','’ r Talladega, Alabama 
in June, 1954© His major Mas sociology o "She' advised he entered 


Fis^ University in September, 1954^ as a graduate » student 
a-t BAfiniAtnr ij[© gave as references ========= ^^ = ^ = 


s 
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Identification Record 

Identification Divisio n,. Chattanoo ga 

. Pr>i -i ra . Department , Chattanooga, Tennessee, advised SA | | 

| in January, 1953 , in connection with another investigation 

that his records reflect an arrest record for one GALVIN C00LIDGE 
HERNTON, who was arrested by the Chattanooga Police Department 
and sentenced to three years in the State Training School on 
September 13, 1949° This arrest was in connect ion with t wo 
burglaries, the sentences to run concurrently 0 I l advised 

that HERNTON was again arrested on March 21, 1950, for attempt to 
commit highway robbery® He stated, however, a grand jury on 
April 19, 1950, failed to return an indictment 0 The records 
vealed that HERNTON had no prior FBI identification record© 

The following description of CALVIN G00LIBGB HERNTON 
as of 1950 was obtained from the Chattanooga Police Department $ 


Name 


GALVJN G00LIBGS HERNTON 


Sex 

Birth 

Height 

Weight 

Eyes 

Hair 

Complexion 

Residence 

Mother 


Male 

4/2S/32, Chattanooga, Term® 

152 - 
Maroon 
Black 
Brown 

1335 Slayton Sto, Chattanooga, 
Tenn® 

MAGNQLI AHACKSQN , 2112 East 
Third Sto, Chattanooga, Tenn® 


On February 14, 1955,1 Records 

Office, Tennessee State Penitentiary, Nashville, Tennessee, 
advised all of the records of prisoners who are sent to the State 
Training School for Negro Boys are maintained at that institution 
which is located at Pikeville, Tennessee® She stated there is 
no record of CALVIN C00LIDGE HERNTON who was arrested at Chatta° 
nooga in files at the State Penitentiaryo 


The subject is not known to have been employed except 
as a student® 
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Residence ^ 

The di r e c to2*yf o r Fisk University for 1954 lists the 
address of CALVIN Q#%~ERNTQN, a graduate student in the Sociology 
Department , 'as residing at 907 28th Avenue North, Nashville, 
Tennessee o 


advised that no one by the name of HERNTON 
resided at that address and stated they had not taken any roomers 
in at alio 

^ Fisk University, 

advised on February 14 „ 1955 n tha t the directory was in e rror and 
subjects address in Nashville is| | 



REVOLUTIONARY STATEMENTS 

BOO = k " ‘ ' *" 7 SSKSSBK 

Memphis Confidential Informant ! [ advised on December 
IS, 1954 „ he had never heard subject make any revolutionary state* 
ment verbally but that he had heard subject talking in various 
"bull sessions 911 at Fisk University during the fall of 1954 in 
which he ^apparently was following the CP line, par ticularly in 

regard to his defense of] who , according 

to informant, had been subpoenaed to appear before the House 
Committee on Un-American Activities at Dayton, Ohio, in September, 
1954, at- which time he refused to answer questions concerning his 
Communist affiliations or activities while a student at the 
University nf Cincinnati in 1Q1J and 1QL2„ Informant, pointed out 



Informant pointed out that] |had a small group 

working in his behalf and that subject was one of these indi~ 
vi dualso He stated that in listening to subject talk In defense 
of I I he noted that su bject a ttempted to confuse the issue by 

indicating that the reason ^ | was called before the Committee 

was because he had been active in behalf of the negro people in 
attempting to secure equal rights for them in the south; that he 
had been active in efforts to desegregate the public schools in 
the south by attempting to enter his daughter, a white child, in 
a negro school in Nashville, Tennessee; and he had been active 
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in the NAAGP 0 Informant stated this was nnt the question and the 

HGUA had only been interested in activities insofar as 

his Communist affiliations and the Communist Party activities in 
Cincinnati area were concerned© He pointed out, however , by 
attempting ,to confuse the is sue , it was felt by those working 


with 


Jthey could gain a larger following© 


Informant stated that while he had never heard subject 
make any statements verbally which he considered to be outright 
revolutionary, he had come into possession of copies of some poems 
which were written by subject which he stated appeared to be 
revolutionary insofar as he was concerned© H® pointed out 
specifically the w The Poet^ which 

was wound up by the " subject as follows s ' ' 




^Ehemy beware^™ «> 

fist is clenched 




of the p©@% appeared 
attention to the 
somewhat 
line, R 

w Galvin Go Hernton 



stated this, taken in connection with the rest " 
to be somewhat revolutionary© He also brought 
entitled - w The lynchers 53 , which he stated was 
and certainly followed the Communist Party 
are set out as follows g V 

U\iv - wW; 

W THE LYNCHERS “ ^ 


w Once more the lynchers reach out© 

-The victims vary; 

A lawyer, a preacher ©©© a worker, 

Novelist, poet 00 o or a professor 
at a southern university© 

But the rope is there, the rope is always there© 

the rope of an editorial 0 ©o political, religious rope, 
economic© 

Lynch by smear, hatred, by creed and fear ©o© by 
money, as murderous as firing squard ©©© on an atom bomb© 


Once more the summoners ©©© summon© The recallers 
recall© The cash-register of a lying tongue 
rings© — 

Once more the historic word, the slogan ©©© the cyanide 
lables that have bloodied man’s record for progress 
through the years; 

Barbarian ! Christian! Jew! Anarchist! 

Abolitionist l Socialist l Red l 
' - 5 - 


be 

b7C 
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&T- CMf JOlT 




w O yes ooo the lynchers reach out in all directions ooo 
with money-lust wielding their swordsooo 
murdering as blind men murder for one’s tongue or color, 
belief or faith of ‘Godooo 


c •} i' W 



« 

* 


Locked in robe and ordained in power 00 o 
progress on their lips and knowledge shining 
in their eyes 0 
embracing truth and justice 
as a vain woman her love 0 


t/ / <>v yr 

u- 



’’Calvin Co Hernton 

W PQ£T 

’’Sometime or another 
A poet ... 

Must speak his piece 00 © 

For who shall speak 
If he doesn’t? 

1) Dark were the days 
of my childhood 
Hunger and nakedness 
And the cold night afr 
Of December 

Mere my enemies 0 

2) I remember adolesonce 
.Without sweet dreams 0 
Born too soon 0 ® 0 
Rejected and Dejectedooo 
:Shadow on my skin 0 o 0 a Negro 
I learned misery 

The. hard way c » 

3) Youth, 

An autumn«long thing, 

Game with unfulfilled desires s 
Desires of the bodyooo 
Desires of the mindoo* 

Desires of the flesh* 0 o 
Burning desires of Spring-time 
Evaporating 

In an Autumn- nake d -T^omo 
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w Now all these things are pastooo. 

-Today , I approach Manhoodo 

1} Still the pygmies of memory follow me e 
Subconscious over-lapings of 
Lamented yesteryears taunt my being „ 

2) Bitter, I say, 

Is today 8 

Poverty and longliness and hate eoo 
In my path they stand wide-leg 
To strike me down, 

Before soon«°dawn tomorrow 
Fifteen million mouths 
Open wide with my song Q 

But I am not afraidooo 

1) I know full well now 
Only my own weak voice, 

Spoken for the cause of the common man. 
Strong as the coming of new generations P 
Can make my prison°bound song [free o 
No longer the solitude songo (. 

No longer shall I cry 
With blue heart and lonely lipsg 
■ ? Q Muse o o o 

It is I, a stranger, 

Who sing this onely en~circumstanced 
Song 8 9 

That day is pastooo 

For now. 

In my voice QO o 
My weak unheard voice 
Where no stranger speaks 00 ® 

A firey song 
Blazes against the sky Q 
Bitter with the sorrow of 
The past. 

Yet sweet with the purpose of 
The future * 

Ripe, 

Robust , 

* With pulse and fire 

The Common Man I sing S 


- 7 - 
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OT The passive song is done 00 o 


And though I walk in quiet mood 
With pensive head se « 

b2 

Enemy , Beware S©oo b6 

hi C 

My fist is clinched b7D 

To strike you dead l 


The informant furnished copies of other poems written 
by subject; however, it is believed these were the only two which 
contained revolutionary statements. 


On September 15 s 1954 J I referred 

to above , was subpoenaed to appear before the hou&e Committee on 
Un-American Activities sitting in Dayton, Ohio, He appeared 
before the Committee on that date at which time he refused to 
answer questions concerning past affiliations with the Communist. 
Party USA in .the nincinnat.i anaa hi_s su bpoena being based upo n 

•t-QQ-M mnmr of and 

both of whom had previously testified before tne douse 
Commit tee on U n-American Activities on July 12, 1950, to the 
effect r I was known t o them as a member of the GP in Cincinnati 
in 1941 or 1942 0 refused to answer questions basing his 

refusal upon the provisions of the First Amendment of the 
Constitution, 

On November IS, 1954p was cited for contempt 

of Congress for his refusal to answer questions. 

The Communist Party USA has been designated tyy the 
Attorney General pf the United States pursuant to Executive Order 
104 50 o 

OTHER ACTIVITIES 

Memphis Confidential Informant on January 3 P 1955 s 
advised he had never heard subject make any statements which 
could be construed to be Communistic in nature. He pointed out 
he had never talked to subject and had been in his presence on 
very few occasions. This informant stated, however, he h^d ob- 
served subject in very close --contact with th e group working 
among students in connection with the ] |case 0 He point ed out 

he had observed h im in the company of [ | and 

both of whom, according to informant, were very 


- 8 - 
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active in the defense of |and both of whom became so in- 

volved they violated some school regulations and were consequently 
called before the Executive Committee of the school® As a result 
of the hearing, both of them who were graduate students and who 
had jobs helping pay their expenses through school lost their 
jobs and were required to move out of the dormitories where they 
were furnished quarters^ He al so stated he had observed him in 
the company of and [ 


Lai Informant I I of known reliability, 
advised| pad been observed attending meeting^ 

of the ioung rr ogressIVSS 01 America regularly at Antioch College 
in Ohio from 1950 to 1954® ^ 

Confidential Informant , of kniown^reliability , has 
advised that while the Young Progressives of America is not a 
Communist dominated organization,; it receives support of the 
Communist Party and consists of both Communist and non~Communist 

youtho 


liahi ] 
of 

w core*® 


Memphis Confidj 


mi ant 


state< 


of the Communist movement 0 he wou. 


of unknown re- 1 
7~Vt Antioch College 
Jis not already atJthe 
certainly attain that 


position in the future 0 He stated ! I seemed to be very welln 

schooled in Marxist theory and was not saying it merely because 
the Communists sympathized with him® 

On April 25, 1951 , Memphis C onfidential 

Inf nr^ant "’of' known reliability,advised that 

I was a nrra believer in Communism and was au uiau uuue uul.lv 
in the Communist Party in Minneapolis, Minnesota 0 ;; r • * n ' ' > ^ 


Tennessee 0 aavisei 


lanuary 


Isk University, Nashville, 
he knew of no specific 


statements made by subject indicating Communist activities© He 
stated, however, he had heard other students make the statement 
HERN TON was one of th e ptoud of graduate students who were de- 
fending] and state HERNTON had made remarks 

in w bull sessions"' wnicn indicated he followed the Communist Party 
line 0 He could not repeat any of the statements which were made 

to himu Hs st.atLP.H hfi had nhsprvpH HRRNTON in v^rv r.l flssnr.ifl finn 

with 


On January 29, 1955, 1 

Fisk University, advised he knows subject and state< 


J at 
always 
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considered him to be a dull fellow mentally and had observed HERNTON 

was rather quiet on the campus o He stated^ howevp: ha-Jiad—nAted 

that HERNTON was very p.lnsfllv i n a.g.gnpifltinn wi t hi 






_ stated he had also heard HERNTON make remarks in 
sessions 15- around the dormitory at Fisk University which he ? 
considered to be Communistic 0 He stated he could not at the 


time he was interviewed recall what the statements were but remarke d 


fJa ft b-y./-i'.r 4- V, T.T/^i 


made in connection with the defense of 

He stated that at the tim e they were made s 


knew HERNTON was one of the group defending 


he 

and inasmuch as 

he considered all of them to be Communisticly inclined^ he had paid 
very little attention to what HERNTON was saying 5 therefore 9 he 
cannot at this time recall the remarks he made© He stated he con~ 


to be 
and 


the leader of the graduate students who were 
stated it had been his observation that HERNTON 


sidered_ 
defending 

had been more or less pushed into the background by the others who 
were interested in the case inasmuch as they apparently felt he 
did not have t he abi lity to express himself well enough to take a 
leading rollo I I stated It, was also his impression that HERNTON 
was principally a protege of 


January 29 ? 1955_ 
in connection with the 


a student at Fisk University s advised on 
he k nows HER NTON flu d had observed his activities 


case 


3 


pointed out he roomed in 


the dormitory at Fisk Universi ty „ and his room was so located 
could observe the residence of 


3 


at Fisk University „ He stated that 


ciate of 


and very actiya 


to 


t . hfy t every morning he observed 

and on some occasions one or two other students going 


_n 


-i^s a very C fj r , 

Hftfftnflft. 


Jhouse about 7 o 9 clock in the morningo He stated they 


must have gone there to pick up mimeographed propaganda sheets 
inasmuch as they would have nothing with them when they went in, 
but would come out with stacks of mimeographed propaganda sheets 
which he would subsequently see them distributing on the campus © 
He pointed out these were known to be act ive in circu lating 


petitions among the students in bahalf* of 


represented the facts of _ 
to get them to defend him© 


f 


and they mis< 


case to tne students in an effort 


He stated he had heard HERNTON make on e or two st atements 


in ra bull sessions 55 in the dormitory in defense of 
statements he recalled as being Communistic « He Uuaieu ; 


which 
nuweverg 

he had paid very little attention to them at the time and^ there- 
fore 2 at this time cannot remember what the statements were© 


b6 

b7C 
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b2 

b6 

b7C 

b7D 


Memphis Confidential Informant ! I another Govern^ 


mental agency which conducts intelligence investd gatlana^ in 
February, of 4,945 stated his files reflected that 

member as of December 18 9 1945 
member for nine months prior to that time© 


fc ras registered as a 
and had been a 




liability „ ariviflori t.hat. 


Memphis Con fidential Informant 


of known re< 




received a 


rtisT&xv from Troy 9 Mew York 9 
branch of the CP to the New York branch, which transfer was 

dated March 21. 1944- » and, signed bvl 


It was issued in the name 


i/ 


Fisk^J 
5 


S' 

diversity. Na shville 

the subject 


Tennessee 8 advised on January 19a, 

but stated he had noted notMng^to indicate he was ©spousing any 
Communist Party line 0 


On January 20 9 1955 _ 

of Fisk University and who is employed by the school in a 


advised she is acquainted with HEENTON but 
nas no specmc information concerning him© 


PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION 

Memphis Confidential Informant 
is described as follows 8 


advised that subject 


7 


Name 


CALVIN GOQLIBGE HEENTON 


Race 

Sex 

Height 

height 

Eyes 

Hair 

Complexion 

Residence 

Scars & Marks 

Marital Status 

Education 

Employment 

Characteristics 


Negro 

Mai© 

6 7 to 6 ? l w 
150 t® 160 
Brown 
Black 

Medium brown 
Chattanooga s Tenn© 

None noted 
Single 

Talladega College 9 Talladega 9 Ala® 
None known 

Very quiet and reserved® 







MB #100-3332 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGB 


Identity 
of Source 


Date of Activity Date 
And/or Description Received 
of Information 


Agent to File Number 
¥hom where 

Furnished Located 










ME #100-3332 


ADMINISTRATIVE FAGS ( COM »T . ) 


INFORMANTS (C0N»1„) 


T-8 

Trash Cover, 

CP Headquarters, 
Schenectady , NY 


CP mfimhftr shi n 


_o£ 





CI#100-10726-5 


.bo 

b7C 


THE KNOXVILLE DIVISION 

AT CHATTANOOGA 3 TENNESSEE 

tfill talk to the police officers who arrested r $$Lf 2 Mr.-; 
COOLIDGE HERNTON 9/13/49 and again 3/21/30 and determine the back» 
ground of the cases against him and any possible indication which 
he mi^it have given of Communist sympathies at that time® 

^ill obtain a photograph of CALVIN COOLIDGE HERNTON 
who was arrested by the Chattanooga Police Department if such is 
available o 


l^ill attempt through interviews with police officers 
and personnel at Howard High School to determine if the GALVIN 
COOLIDGE HERNTON arrested by the Chattanooga Police Depart^Qht i© 
definitely identical with subject who attended Howard High School 
at Chattanooga® 

AT PXKEVXLIE , TENNESSEE 

tfill check the records of the State Training School 
for Negro Boys and interview such persons connected with that 
institution who could give information concerning HERNTON which 
would be of value in determining his possible Communist sympathies 
and which might suggest some basis of approach to cause him to 
be cooperative upon an interviewo Ifill obtain a photo of subject 
from the files of this institution 0 

THE. MEMPHIS DIVISION 

AT NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 

Hill follow activities of subject in Nashvilleo 







m # 100-3332 

ABMXNI STRATI VE PAGE (CON'T.) 

Tp MEMPHIS DIVISION (CON'T.) 

AT NASHVILLE , TENNESSEE (CON'Tj 

Will upon receipt of Information from the KnqxvilX© 
Division^ request the Bureaq. to grant authority to interview subject® 


PFERENCE s Knoxville letter t< 


Memphis 1/31/55 
SMrG 1 * 


case entitled 



L 


STANDARD form no. 64 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAIWED 
:iHvI3- UNCLASSIFIED • - 
05_25-20Q7 BY AUC 60324 BAW/RS/SEJ 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

" ; 


to ^;' Director, FBI 

'Ci m 'Memphis ■ (100-3382) 

/p 

SUBJECT: CALVIN COOLID0E HEBEfTQH 

SICTJHXTY MATTIE - C 
(00s Memphis ) 


DATE: 9/6/55 


-v 


/ 


dated 8 / 30/55 at 


E© report of. SA 
' Memphis * Tennessee® 

• Yh© dat© appearing in line four* paragraph two* 
pag© seven* of instant report should read 19^7 instead of I^ju* 

It is requested that copies at the Bureau be 
appropriately changed® Copies at Memphis are being 


b6 

b7C 


FVJNtxaf s 








OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1962 EOTtON 
OSA C€N. REG. NO. 27 


^UNITED states government 


omrMu 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 05-25-2007 BJ>AUC 60324 BAN/RS/SE2 


~S<^ 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


DATE: 10/4/63 






lOM -X I * / SAC, NEW YORK - (100-151780) (C) 

6 ^ o 

SUBJECT. CALVIN HERNTON 

SM-C m c 

(00: New York) 

l ReBulet dated 12/12/56, captioned "COMMUNIST 

PUBLICATIONS - AUTHOR IDENTIFICATION; IS-C" . 

The July, 1963 issue of "Mainstream" contains two 
poems written by CALVIN HERNTON entitled "The Underlying Strife" 
and "Young Negro Poet".,, HERNTON also wrote a short story en- 
titled "Never Alone in the World", which appears on page 184 
of the Spring, 1963 issue of "Freedomways" „ HERNTON is also 
described as one of the founders of a new literary magazine, 
"UMBRA" . 

A review of the NYO indices reflected no informa- 
tion identifiable with the subject or the publication "UMBRA", 


On 9/18/63, a represents 
Special Services, NYCPD, advised SA 
records contained no information iderT 


.aoie w: 


?eau of 
;hat their 
le subject. 


Public sources at the NYC Public Library, 42nd 
St. and Fifth Ave., NYC, were reviewed on 9/17/63* and failed 
to reflect any information identifiable with the subject. The 
following sources were 'Utilized:' , 

' '■ ( 

Readers Guide To Periodical Literature 

196I-I962 and current file, published by 
Ho Wo Wilson Co. 

The Book Review Digest, published by H c W 0 
Wilson Co. 


International Index, "A Guide to Periodical 
Literature In the Social Science and Humanities", 
published by H 0 W 0 Wilson Co. I V) Q _ 1 j "} ) ^ S? . 


Cv |V • 
fit w. 
! U’V 


2 - Bureau (RM) 
i - New York 
CDB: kp 
(3) 




oct © 





# d 

NY 100-151780 


The fo3L owing confidential Informants of the NYO who 
have knowledge of various phases of CP activity in the NY area, 
advised during Sept,., 1963, that they could furnish no informa- 
tion conce rning the su bject, 

b2 

b7D 


In view of the above , no further investigation is being 
conducted by NY, 


- 2 - 



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
5010-104 


t. 


UNITED STATES GO*NMENT 





&L. 


DIRECTOR, FBI (100-417598) 


date: 11/8/63 


b2 

erom : SAC, NEW YORK (100-151780)^ be t V 

b7C 

P . b7D 

subject: C ALVINnERNT ON 

SM-C . 

Re Bureau routing slip to No w York 10 / 15 / 6 * 3 . NVl et 
to Memphis 10/29/63* and report of SA l H at 

Memphis dated 3/14/55 • . .. - 

ReNYlet advised that subject wrote two poems which 
appeared in the July., 1963* issue of "Mainstream" and an 
article which appeared in the - Spring, .1963* issue of "Freedomways" . 
HERNT0N was described as one of the founders of a new. literary 
magazine , "UMBRA" • 


On 10/30/63. 


furnished 


stated that he had picked up the publication in the hearing room. 

For information of Memphis, above publication lists the^ 
following information concerning CALVIN C Q HERNTON under the 
caption "Contributors" s * : / 

• A' 

"CALVIN C 0 HERNTON* 30* resides in New York, ' 

educated at Talladega College and Fisk University". 

HER NTON is also listed as an associate editor of "UMBRA" 
and the name, | appears as a member of the 

"Society of UMBRA " . 77 ~ r 7- 


2 - Bureau (100-417598) (RM) 

2 - Memphis ..(100-3382) . (RM) 

1 - New York. (100- ) (UMBRA' 

1 - New Yorkn 4 

1 - New York 
1 - New York 
1 - New York 
1 - New York 

1 - New York (100-151780). . 








CDB : mrm 

(11) 

OV 18 1» 


S&-23 








ft 4 


:b6 

b7C 


' NY 100-151780 . / . 

■ v//./V ' • . 1 • 

\ Although NYO indice s^are negative on UMBRA, it is 

■ S I noted that it is publis hed b^/MAR7,ATJT and mnuset.t. Tnc., 100 

S ’ West 23r d Street s NYC. I ... , ~ 

M lare ST subjects of the NYO as are^ 

I Iwho are listed as members of .the, "So ciety 

of UMBRA n and| 

l 

, In view of the fact that the above publication 

states that CALVIN 0 o HERNTON was educated at Talladega 
'College and Risk University and in view of the fact that 
‘X re report states that CALVIN C00LIDGE HERNTON was educated 
at the same Institutions , New York.is considering CALVIN 
Co HERNTON identical With CALVIN COOLIDGE HERNTON, Memphis 
file 100-3382 o 

Memphis is requested to furnish- New York with 
anyiin format ion as to HERNTON ? s residence in New York., it being 
• noted that the above publication lists subjects residence as New 
York 0 A review of the NYC area telephone direct ories on 
11/8/63. disclosed no listing for the subject or I 


2 




OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
5010-104 


UNITED STATES 


.RNMENT 



ALL INFOPRATIGN CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS OTIC LAS S I FIEB-_ 
DATE 05-25-2007 BY AU| 


124 BAIJ/RS/SE2 





TO 



DIRECTOR, FBI (100-417598) DAT£ : 12/27/63 


SAC, NEW YORK (100-151780) (C) 


CHANGED 

C ALVIN COOLIDGE HERNTON 
SM-C 



/ i / •' '< f 


ReNYlet to Bureau, 11/8/63* and Memphis letter 
to NY, 11/20/63, captioned CALVIN ^ffilRNTON . 



Title being changed to reflect full name of 

subject. 


In view of the fact that CALVIN C. HERNTON is 
identical with CALVIN COOLIDGE HERNTON, Memphis file 
100-3382, and in view of the fact that there is no speci- 
fic subversive information concerning subject, no further 
investigation is being conducted by New York to determine 
the whereabouts of the subject. 


Should any additional information come to the 
attention of the NYO concerning the subject which would 
warrant further investigation, the Bureau will be advised 
and the appropriate investigation will be conducted. 




Z3. DEC SO 



- Bureau (RM) 

- New York 



